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U.S. officials concealed Nazi records 


New York Times News Service 

NEW YORK — American intelligence officials 
concealed the Nazi records of more than 100 for- 
mer enemy scientists to try to get them into the 
United States after World War II, contrary to a 
presidential order and against the objections of 
the State Department, according to declassified 
government documents. 

The documents, disclosed in a magazine arti- 
cle, reveal that American authorities knew that 
many of the specialists were “ardent Nazis” im- 
plicated in atrocities, and doctored their dossiers 
to hide this. 

How many got into the United States because 
of dossier changes is not clear. Not all of the 
dossiers were declassified. 

It is also unclear if the State Department was 
able to prevent any of the Nazis from entering. 
Dossiers were changed to get around anticipated 
State Department objections. 

The documents also show that among those 
hired for American research were several spe- 
cialists who were later charged with war crimes 
at Nuremberg and one who was convicted and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison for medical ex- 
periments on prisoners at the Dachau concentra- 
tion camp. At least one of these men got into the 
United States. 

Also among those whose files were upgraded, 
the records show, was Wemher von Braun, a 
major in the Nazi SS who developed the V-2 rock- 
et in wartime Germany and later headed the 
American space program. Von Braun, who died in 
1977, was initially labeled “a potential security 
threat” but the assessment was later revised on 
the request of American military officials. 

Between 1945 and 1955, some 800 former ene- 
my rocket experts and other specialists — and al- 
most 2,000 of their dependents — were brought 
into the country under an American intelligence 
program first called Overcast and then Project 
Paperclip. By order of President Harry Truman, 
the program was barred to active Nazi Party 
members or supporters of Nazism. 



WERNHER VON BRAUN 

Saved from “security threat" label 


However, documents disclosed in an article to 
appear in the April issue of the Bulletin q f the 
Atomic Scientists show that officials of the Joint 
Intelligence Objectives Agency under the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff had a practice of requesting chang- 
es in negative dossiers on specialists they wanted 
to recruit. The practice led to clashes with State 
Department officials who objected to it, the docu- 
ments show. 

The Bulletin is a nonprofit monthly magazine 
published by the Educational Foundation of Nu- 


clear Science in Chicago. 

The article, by Linda Hunt, a reporter and 
documentary producer who has spent several \ 
years researching Nazi war criminals in the Unit- | 
ed States, quotes from hundreds of declassified ! 
documents obtained through the Freedom of In- \ 
formation Act. Some of the key documents were ' 
made available to The New York Times and 
verified independently. 

Although a number of the officials named have 
since died or cannot be located, some of the 
events described were corroborated by a former 
State Department intelligence official cited in the 
documents. 

“We got into several rounds, because it looked 
like they were trying to dump” the Germans into 
the United States, recalled Herbert J. Cummings, 
a former assistant chief of the State Department’s 
Bureau of Foreign Activity Correlation. 

Now retired in Washington, Mr. Cummings 
confirmed that he was the unnamed State Depart- 
ment official cited in the Bulletin article as hav- 
ing “hit the ceiling” after finding discrepancies in 
the records of the Paperclip scientists. 

Among those listed in the documents as work- 
ing for the Army Air Force in Heidelberg in 1946 
and recommended for transfer to Wright Field in 
Ohio was Dr. Herman Becker-Freysing, former 
director of aeromedical research for the German 
air force. Shortly afterward he was convicted at 
Nuremberg and sentenced to 20 years in prison 
for a role in experiments on Dachau prisoners 
who died after drinking sea water to test its pota- 
bility. 

Also listed as Paperclip recruits were three 
other defendants charged but later acquitted on 
varying grounds in the so-called Medical Case at 
Nuremberg from 1946 to 1947. Washington ar- 
ranged for a fourth Paperclip scientist, Walter 
Schreiber, to be flown from the United States to 
Argentina in 1952 after disclosure of documents 
linking him to the Nazi euthanasia program. 

In all, Miss Hunt reported finding revisions 
eliminating the security-risk classification for 
more than 130 Paperclip scientists. 


